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Sunset Home of the
United Methodist Church
QUINCY, ILLINOIS




merica has always

been blessed with an

abundance of very
special people - people

Among the most cherished
of these freedoms is, of
course, the freedom of religion.
Timeless expressions of our

our Christian belief in respect
for each individual, is our
daily guide.

The dramatic and impres-

To Those Who Have Given So Much. ..

with a sincere desire to help
others, people with a para-
mount concern for improving
the overall quality of life. The
atmosphere of freedom,
opportunity and responsibility
that exists within our country
helps to make us a nation of caring
human beings.

Judeo-Christian heritage, a
heritage synonymous with the
“Golden Rule”, are reflected
in every aspect of American
life. Sunset Home of the

United Methodist Church is a

sterling example of this
heritage in practice. The
Sunset philosophy, based on

sive changes in our physical
structure have not changed
our mission. For more than a
century, countless organizations
and individuals have joined in
support of Sunset Home’s
dreams, goals and commitments.

The Old Peoples Home as it looked in the early 1900's



| of a comfortab

Early Sunset Home staff
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Collectively, we engage in a
most noble pursuit, caring for
the elderly. With dignity and
compassion, we continue into a
second century of addressing
the physical, emotional, social
and spiritual needs of each
member of the Sunset Family.
This partnership is a tribute to
the private sector and to all
who have contributed to our
prosperity and growth.

We salute our residents,
employees, volunteers and
benefactors, both past and
present, whose faith in the
Sunset vision has made us a

quality facility of the highest
order.

Charles and 'Augusta Pfeiffer,
founders of Sunset Home



To accomplish great things

We must not only act,

But also dream,

Not only plan,

But also believe.
—Annatole France

rom modest
beginnings, Mr. and
Mys. Charles Pfeiffer
could not have imagined

foundation on which Sunset
Home rests is truly an
extension of the Pfeiffers’
dream of dispensing quality

Born Of Commitment. . .

the immensely positive
influence their philanthropic
gesture would have on |
thousands of persons. The Pfeiffers
were ahead of their time as, more
than a century ago, they
realized the importance of
providing a haven for the elderly.

Charles Pfeiffer was a
Quincy pioneer who immi-
grated to America from
Germany. Charles and his
wife, Augusta, utilized their
home at 418 Washington
Street for the care of the
aged. The home became
known as the “Methodist Old
Folks Home”. The solid

The original Home as it looked in the days of Mr. and Mrs. Pfeiffer

care in a Christian
atmosphere to persons of all
walks of life, regardless of
their means.

In September of 1889,
the Pfeiffers sent a proposal to
the St. Louis German
Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, offering to
donate their home and its
contents to the Conference if
the membership would agree
to continue the residence as a
home for the aged. On
September 9, 1889, at its
annual meeting in Pekin,
Illinois, the Conference voted
to accept the gift. In
December of 1889, the home
was incorporated in the State
of Illinois as “The Old
People’s Home of the St.
Louis German Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal
Church”. A board of nine
trustees was chosen, and we
were on our way!



t the time of our

incorporation, the St.

Louis German
Conference extended over

the property, This new wing
also proved insufficient. A
west wing was erected in
1900 which adequately met

Expanding Horizons. . .

a part of the states of Illinois,
Missouri and lowa. The
membership included around
10,000 lay persons. The
founding of our home was
enthusiastically welcomed by
the Conference, and more
than $11,000 in contributions
were received during the first
six months.

Our needs were growing
and so was our facility. The

applicants became so numer- .

ous that the Pfeiffer home
soon became inadequate. A
new wing had to be added to

our needs for several years.

Twenty years later, a
major capital improvement was
undertaken with the addition
of a third story, sun parlors
for each floor and an electric
elevator.

Since we were the only
home of this kind in the nine
German conferences, applications
came from many of these
conferences, especially those
in the Midwest. The five
surrounding conferences adopted
us as their institution, and
each elected a member to our

trustee board. These members
provided valuable support.

The St. Louis German
Methodist Conference under-
went a merger with the Illinois
Conference in 1925. As a
result of this merger, our
facility came under the
sponsorship of the Illinois
Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Another expansion
project began in 1927, when
the east wing was planned
and completed within two
years. In addition to
expanding our physical plant,

Group shot of residents and staff around 1900
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our name was changed again
in 1940, when we officially
became the “Methodist
Sunset Home”. In 1943, two
houses adjoining Sunset were
purchased to accommodate
additional residents.

The late fifties began one
of the greatest expansion,
improvement and moderni-
zation projects in Sunset’s
history. A 57-bed infirmary
was completed in 1957. Two

years later, a new dining
room and kitchen were
added, Construction was
started on another 57-bed
North Infirmary in 1968. This
project also included our
physical therapy unit, craft
room, linen room, beauty
parlor and barber shop
additions. Sunset’s Chapel
was also opened at this time.
An addition providing
102 rooms for sheltered care
or residential care was
completed in 1971. And, in

1972, we were officially given

our present name, “Sunset
Home of the United
Methodist Church”.

The eighties brought the
Sunset Villa addition to our
campus. These apartment
units, designed for inde-
pendent living, have proven
to be an innovative and popular
concept. They have drawn
attention and support
throughout the [llinois
Conference.

An overhead view of the Home as it looked in the sixties



e are proud of accommodate a variety of
today’s Sunset special needs and lifestyles.
campus, a modern And, to the most

first-class facility staffed by discriminating eye, Sunset is a

at the state, federal and local
levels, are continually impressed
by Sunset’s surroundings and
superior maintenance.

Dreams Become Reality-Today’s Sunset Campus

caring professionals of the facility of unparalleled cleanliness
highest caliber. Our scope of  that is given the highest
operations is growing, ratings year after year.
progressive and poised to Visitors, as well as inspectors

On August 26, 1969, the original Sunset Home is razed to be replaced
by a new Infirmary.
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Today's Sunset Home

Our Quincy, Illinois
location, on the magnificent
bluffs of the Mississippi River,
provides an inviting and
tranquil setting. Sunset’s
landscaped grounds are expertly
maintained to highlight these
beautiful surroundings, all
conveniently located within
the city limits.

Quincy provides the
perfect location for our home.
This community has all the
necessities, along with a
pleasant array of diversions.
We are within easy reach of
restaurants and shopping
centers, churches, museums,
a public library, live theater,
cinema, golf courses, service
clubs and numerous com-
munity celebrations reflecting




the proud heritage of this city.
In addition to offering a
multitude of activities for recreation
and relaxation, we are also in
the center of a wide range of
area health care facilities that
include two excellent
hospitals.

i

The advantage of > A
choosing Sunset is truly the / > e
advantage of choice. Sunset 2 2 / 5
residents are offered ;*-1..{42

individually-tailored living
packages ranging from skilled
care to the latest in independent
living. Each level of care is a §
uniquely balanced blend of
quality services and consideration
for the personal needs and
desires of our residents and
their families. Sunset is
approved for Medicaid and
other insurance programs.
Health care is recognized
as the centerpiece of our
facility. Sunset’s Health Care
Program is among the finest
of its kind in the Midwest. As
the need for assistance
increases, so does the amount
of support at various levels.
Our skilled care area er A, ey
provides the finest in exten- On the move and on the rise
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sive monitoring under
registered nurse supervision,
with on-call physicians and a
24-hour nursing contingent.
Sunset’s rehabilitative
care is directed toward the
preservation of structure and
functional abilities of our
patients. Our treatment
process is designed to restore
the individual to the fullest
functional ability possible through
an assortment of physical
therapy and nursing programs.

Ground breaking ceremonies on January 5, 1969, as Rev. Richard
Mader poses with a shovel.



























